Effects of the selective kappa opioid antagonist, nor-binaltorphimine, on electrically-elicited feeding in the rat.
Lateral ventricular injections of the 'nonspecific' opioid antagonist naloxone (100 micrograms) and the kappa-selective opioid antagonist nor-binaltorphimine (50 micrograms) elevated the electrical brain stimulation frequency threshold for eliciting feeding behavior. Mesopontine aqueductal injections of nor-binaltorphimine, on the other hand, lowered the feeding threshold while naloxone still elevated threshold. These findings suggest the existence of forebrain kappa receptors at which endogenous opioid activity results in a facilitation of feeding while kappa receptors in the brainstem seem to mediate an inhibitory effect.